25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee

Rating:  PG-13

While the overwhelming tone and feeling of "Spelling Bee" is innocent and playful, the musical does include several words and some references that parents may find inappropriate for children.  There is also a fair amount of  improvisation in the show, and while the students will try to be respectful and keep it to PG, we have set the rating at PG-13, just in case.  

Plot summery:  Six young people in the throes of puberty, overseen by grown-ups who barely managed to escape childhood themselves, learn that winning isn't everything and that losing doesn't necessarily make you a loser. 

All of the various characters in the show are quirky and all have problems of some kind or other.  While we are mindful and sensitive to those issues, some sections may be triggering to some individuals.

Violence: 
· There is some bullying, including from a couple parent characters.
Sexual content: 
· One male character has a physical reaction to seeing a pretty girl in the audience.  This causes him to not want to spell his word.  He covers himself with his number badge.  Later in the show, he sings an entire song about the event, called “My Unfortunate Erection,” about the perils of puberty.  
· In one song, a girl is said to be:  “pro-choice but still a virgin”.
Language: 
· Swear words – include:  damn, hell, god damn it, and used once each, Jesus Christ and shit. 
Substances: 
· Flask use from one adult. 
Other possible triggers: 
· One character has an obvious lisp. 
· One or more characters may appear to be neurodivergent. This is handled with as much sensitivity and celebration as possible in our production.  
· There is portrayal of abandonment/neglect of a child, and parents that level a tremendous amount of pressure at the child. 
· The phrase “Oh my God!” is said a couple of times.  
· One adult character is doing community service after being released from prison.  
· The show has political jokes here and there, depending on which ones are used during the ad lib sections of the show.  Almost all of these lean liberal. One young character is very political/liberal (having two dads has put her in a position of always having to defend herself and her family.)
· One actor briefly plays Jesus, in response to one of the girls' prayers.. This is played, purposefully, by a woman.
· Actors are, at times, in the audience and may interact with you.  If this is concerning to you, please sit in the center of the rows. 
